
.J....--1' N ~-rhe L fI Nd -_ _____. 

r Lettor # 5 Elmer and Ituth 1-Varkent in 
c/O Miss G. Lima 
Darit, Ngabe.ng , 

Dear 1"olks, Pontianak, "tl. Borneo. 
"And see Vihf~t the h:..nd is that they dwell in , whether it be I\ood or bad, and 

what cities they be that they dwell in, whether in tents or in strong holds. And be 
ye of good courage, a nd bring of the frui t of the land." Numbers 13:19,20 

In answer to this request by our leude r , l(uth and I j oin with Caleb and J os hua 
i n promising God that we will g o in to nos s e ss t he l nnd . Bo rne o --Like Ce.naan - - i s 
a lan d o f f r uit bnd fig;ht. Yes , there i s J'lmch f 1'11i t t ha t i s r e ady t o b e pl lcked but 
there are also the wa l l e d hearts · of t he peon le 'Nho are n ot ye t r OI? dy to r e c e i v e t h e 
"'osp e l . 

Bec c.u se vou preyed , the Lord p rotected u s f r om sea - fJ i c kness 8.11 the wa y . I n e.n s wer 
t o your p r ayer the Lord b r ovght u s safely throu gh a Japane s e t yphoon two davs off the 

coa st o f Janan . Again , t he Lord hea r d you a n d he l ped us t h rough all t he customs h e r e in 
Bo r ne o with lit 4;le to nay and few c or.mlicat i ons. We know that your prayers f ollowed ul! 

a.l 1 t h e way and t hat becau se of then the Lord hqa b r ou gh t u s sa.fe l y here to Borneo . 
Now let me re lat e t o you s ome of OU T firs t experiences in Borneo. On t h e mor nin g 

of Apr il tho 16t h we caught ou r ~irst glimp Gc s o f the lund t o w\·' i ch the Lord hus ctt led 
us. As Ol'r stoamer sal ad tp tL<;1 rive." tc Pont i anllk, Borneo, r~ th and I watched the 
shore-line '.'.1.th euger aye. The l'oliage and trees were so d i i' e r ent and fasoinatin • 
~on.l("(~ys tind fruit ad e to he co l or of he , andsoape . The shore was lined 'Nith ittle 
stil - ""buil t ~'lboo ho se ,_I and they Vlere i1i11ed with 1 i t·r-. l e • naked J dark, unken nt boys 

hnd irIs. The water Vlatr darkened \vith all the filth hnd dirt of the fiW-e-s- up th € 
r iver. v'1l4~ I?S 

Then as we u proached the city 0 POlltil;\.nak, \fe gl ed our eyes to the d~clc t o Ree 
if we cQl..ld s ight our senio)!ir mis.:;iont.Lry, Mrs. Sir",s ' Y8'. she WQ.S there, and 'nht,t a 
weleone s lbht i-r. Wb.S-CO see this well-;;anned, eather-worn, tirAd, saint of the Lord. 

S e welo 'imed us heb-rtil" ~ud a:r~SVlel ad onT nl:Lny q -est LJllS. Then she belped us , . t.u al 
the customs I:lnd bagQage -- ~~nd 'Nhe:t: e. he J.. i"t is to avli' son.eOlle ~OWho knows the 
customs and _ lun ua e of .... h ... lu..nd. By tr,a grace of God a.nd in ans1." er to yOl~r many 
ra.yers, we did not ha.ve t~o rm ~h diff _cul ~..'! 18 made our temporary a.bode with [jome 

very fine OrJ.!"ist':e.n !-\I:llitonese. The next pro lem ...,as the tro.nsportutioh -t() Ngaban/i, some 
b e miles u the river. 

Becau!:' it was imr 5 sib::' to ge+ pas sage 011 a. bot·. t for the next two wEleks, VIe> 

chartered a O!.l.t of' om' OW11. In+0 t.t.:s Imd ar,)lUld tJ.lis we loaded our i'rei h-~ and ba:;gage 
Of course, :: ~on~t call this a first class bOli-t. We s art on bW'.lhoi nats, and - he 

na.,i.-y b I sr. 11.~~ slept on -the £loor above us. The ba·lh~oon ,'as 'ust a hole :in the 
t.:...L...........-,a.hO ~ho kitch~n was cor-posed of' Et larg ~ blt.-ck '-:-IO~ 1lll1gmg over a _eNT round stones . 

Oh, yes 1 let me te : l you E.bO,lt -'::he water sU:", lyo F r wasLing; p rposes we dipped t.he . 
water )ut ,.,f the dirty 1"iver. F'or drillJ~i.n purposeb li e d Od tIL very saT'\e tl:ing. 'rhe 
water is ery brotffi and :'i lled wi (;h m(lre than we cfltn t_link. of . o· cOlJrse, we had ,0 boil 
it all befryre ,e co lId 56 it. ( tiven then I VIas Solre that 1 co 1 ta te flU ' :1nds of 

t:Lin£~' in it". ) After 24 hours of' Wl;I..te trave l 're Rrrived in the village of Ngah nf:;' TIere 
we }u,d to unlof-,d [>.11 our ~reif,h+ an'-~. truuot'er to a t 1.1· for ft'l ther inlaud travel. That 

is "lot 8.S ef;-sy a it sounns. -:;he native cuolies' tlought t1 E:.t our p:'oces ere too bi g 
to hanrl \3 unt.:.l t ey SllW me nove some of the t ings mys If 0 Shamed that the 'Americano I 
cO'ld de mora than tley. ~he go S '.'[". ....e soon unload 

The i end' tray y truck was so eii inc i. de-Griba 1 • If I coul (~I)mpa.r(; thes 
roa.cs ,i:..h someth~ n :-;, 1'" ~ht see at home ~ I 'vouL. b · , " t. '!'/hen vre fI ~"i;. "he 

i 't 18 true ~ thro h the mUd . e ra" hoIdin do. ~~ 0 r at;- ~ as b "v!•• c d chrot_on 
tl · ~owev<:lr. 'N arriv.:- bl:l.!'t. ~ i_ il be of' Jar,a \'..L~' • an' luS r brcak

rise Goel. 1_ Ja i .. ~ ' llag -- VIe . :J.puc.:ed 0 r 
;!lEo.l.n tr~ t (\lhile ever on lov' t:d 0 _ er tu _:r'r.en it for t1:6 

of one mile to t_.e Missio 1 '>.O ' UI~. It ~aB a 1 mu,;h work nd tor .. ] ~ but we raise God 
that we have a rived ere se.!'ely w_th everyt L:l. , T nl<you for ./our many TflygrS for u • 

In the ne,;:t letter s: all dese i e +he house and th€ '0 _e among whom we 'U 
e Vlorlint>_ Til then v'e ask you to pn:y -':;hl... t God '.ill he.II- us much 'Iii fc 1 the lang l16.ga . 

The tllne loS ve'!"':! ;:,hort here unless YOti pr&y .Jt:L. Let us ii~t r fro17' yo .....'rite tC' Uiss 
Bertha Lowen,''130x f4f? , Chl.li\l~t;k~ 3.C. f r y'Jur ehl\Jl~e af .b.uireS., or oth,r artic<.ll&.rs. 
rod b e 5 ;you ood. 'r~Of ~<_ 

http:artic<.ll&.rs
http:langl16.ga
http:Ngabe.ng

